Wnt-Fzd signalling plays vital role in different physiological pathways including embryonic development and supposed to be probable target of many teratogens. The present study was done to investigate the role of human Wnt5b interaction with different isoforms of human Fzds and also the molecular interactions of their complexes with selected known teratogens [Carbamazepine (CBZ), Retinoic acid (RA), Valproic acid (VPA), Aminopterin (AMP) and Phenytoin (PHY)] using Niclosamide (NLM) as standard. The models of hWnt5b and hFzd isoforms, whose solved crystal structures were unavailable, were generated using homology modeling and hWnt5b was subjected to protein-protein docking studies against different isoforms of hFzd. The macromolecular docking studies of hWnt5b-hFzds complexes revealed that hWnt5b had highest binding affinity with hFzd8 and lowest with hFzd1, respectively. The Cysteine rich domain (CRD) of hFzds docked against hWnt5b into a palm shaped opening or near the largest binding pocket as in hWnt5b-hFzd6. The possible role of Wnt-Fzd interactions in developmental toxicity due to selected teratogens were also investigated using molecular docking studies which showed that Retinoic Acid possessed the maximum binding affinity with binding energy of for hWnt5b-hFzd8 complex while VPA was observed to have lowest binding affinity towards all the studied hWnt5b-hFzd complexes.
Background:
Wnt/Fzd signaling plays significant role in human development and physiology. They are reportedly observed to regulate embryonic development processes like stem cell differentiation, organogenesis, patterning etc [1] . Wnts belong to a large family of secretory proteins and are evolutionarily conserved. They have been found to be majorly involved in development of both invertebrates and vertebrates. Frizzled (Fzd) is a seven transmembrane domain spanning protein receptor having a cysteine rich domain (CRD) outside the membrane. CRD is basically known to bind with the Wnt proteins and activate Wnt/Fzd signaling pathways [2, 3] . Wnts are found to interact with multiple receptors and carry out different Wnt signaling pathways. The interaction information for different isoforms of Wnt in mammals is very elusive and limited and still not so much explored [4, 5] . Out of different isoforms, Wnt5b has been predicted to cause type II diabetes and also to have role in adipogenesis [6] and insulin secretion [7] . In E. coli, Wnt5b has been shown to activate Gα° protein along with Fzd1 and Fzd6 [8] . Wnt5b has also been reported to be expressed in the majority of esophageal cancer cell lines and up-regulated by β-estradiol in MCF-7 cells derived from breast cancer [9] . Secreted Wnts are hydrophobic in nature and associated with membrane. There is a paucity of crystal structures ©Biomedical Informatics (2019) 247 identification of Wnt proteins due to its hydrophobicity [10] . Homology modeling has always been a tool of choice for evolutionarily related proteins, whose crystal structures are difficult to be deciphered [11] . So, the present study was undertaken to have an in-silico molecular level insights into the interactions and signaling of human Wnt5b (hWnt5b) with different human Frizzled (hFzd) proteins. To achieve this objective, the models of hWnt5b and hFzd isoforms, whose solved crystal structures were unavailable, were generated using homology modeling and hWnt5b was subjected to molecular docking studies against different isoforms of hFzd.
Materials and Methods:
The crystal structure solutions of hWnt5b and isoforms of hFzd (hFzd1, hFzd2, hFzd3 and hFzd6) were not available in Protein Databank (PDB) and hence, their models were constructed using homology modeling method. The models thus generated were refined and evaluated. The energy minimized structures were used for further docking studies.
Template search for homology modeling
Protein sequences of hWnt5b and selected hFzds (hFzd1, hFzd2, hFzd3 and hFzd6) were retrieved from NCBI & Swiss-Prot and subsequently subjected to BLASTp against PDB database. Sequences with maximum sequence identity and query coverage were selected as respective template for further homology modeling.
Homology modeling and model validation
The homology modelling of hFzds was done using MODELLER version 9.15 [12] . Different steps of comparative modelling were performed using different python scripts, viz., format.py for conversion of format from FASTA to PIR; align2D.py for templatetarget alignment; model.py for model building and evaluation.py for model evaluation. The 3-D homology model of hWnt5b was generated on the selected template using online Swiss-Model tool in template mode [13] as the quality of models generated by MODELLER version 9.15 was relatively lower and unacceptable for further studies. score were also computed to validate constructed structures. Modelled structures after validation were then subjected to energy minimization using Chimera version 1.11 [18] . Hundred steps of steepest descent and conjugate gradient methods of energy minimization were performed one by one for both hWnt5b and hFzds (hFzd1, hFzd2, hFzd3 and hFzd6). Amber ff12SB force field was applied to standard residues and AMI-BCC was employed to the non standard residues of the validated structures to attain global minima.
Model validation and Energy minimization

Protein-Protein complex formation of hWnt5b-hFzds
The energy minimized structures and other selected structures of hFzds including CRD domain of hFzd4, hFzd5, hFzd7 and hFzd8, as obtained from PDB, were subjected to protein-protein docking with hWnt5b to predict the interactions between the both the proteins. Protein-protein dockings of hWnt5b-hFzds were carried out using Hex v8. Prior to molecular docking, polar hydrogen atoms were added to the receptor complexes of hWnt5b-hFzds followed by adding Gastegier and Kollman charges. AutoGrid 4.2 module of AutoDock v4.2, was used to produce grid maps and by setting the spacing between grid points to default value of 0.375 Å. The grid box size was set at 135 Å, 210 Å and 190 Å (x, y and z-axis) to include every amino acid residue present in rigid macromolecule for blind docking. A total of 50 independent runs per ligand and a step size of 0.2Å for translations and 5 Å for orientations and torsions and initial population of random individuals with a population sizes of 150 individuals were set as fixed parameters for all the docking analysis using genetic algorithm (GA). For GA, the maximum number of energy evaluation was set to 2500000, maximum number of generations was set to 27000, and maximum number of top individual that automatically survived was set to 1 with the mutation rate of 0.02 and crossover rate of 0.8. The Lamarckian Genetic Algorithm was chosen for generating the best conformer and other docking parameters were set as default.
Results:
The present study was carried out to decipher hWnt5b structural features and its interactions with hFzds, using in-silico tools and techniques. Also, the role of hWnt5b-hFzd interactions in teratogenicity was also attempted against common teratogens. To predict the atomic features of a protein, like energy involved or binding interactions, the computational techniques such as homology modeling and molecular docking simulation techniques were used in our study. 
Homology modeling and Model validation
The homology models of selected hFzds (1, 2, 3 and 6) were generated based on selected corresponding templates for hFzds using Modeller v9.15 and Dope scores were calculated for the modeled structure. The modeled structures with minimum Dope scores [30] were selected for further model validation and assessment (Supplementary material 2 -available with the authors). The model of hWnt5b was generated using Xenopus Wnt8 in complex with the cysteine-rich domain of . The plots revealed most of the residues of hWnt5b and hFzds in allowed and most generously allowed region (Figure 1b; Figure 2b ; Table 1 ) reflecting optimal overall, residue-by-residue geometry and good stereo chemical quality of the homology modeled protein structures [32] . The prediction of crystallographic resolution at which such a quality would be expected of the modeled structure was estimated as Molprobity score [33] that ranged from 1.6 -3.0 which was quite good value to further use of the modeled structures ( Table 1) . The Verify 3D score was observed to be greater than 80% for all the fivemodeled structures (Table 1; Figure 1c ) thus representing high compatibility of the 3D structures with their primary structures [34] . The models of hWnt5b and hFzds were found to be ideal with appropriate overall quality factor and had regions mostly falling in correctly determined region with least non-bonded interactions as predicted by ERRAT (Figure 1d ) and QMEAN Plot (Figure 1e ).
Protein-protein docking of hWnt5b against hFzds
The Spherical polar Fourier transform correlation function of Hex v8.0 was used for macromolecular protein-protein docking of hWnt5b against hFzds (hFzd1-hFzd8) to have a quantitative and qualitative insights into hWnt5b-hFzd interactions. The docking analyses illustrated that hWnt5b interacted strongly with hFzd8 possessing highest binding affinity towards hFzd8 with total energy of -625.54 KJ/mol and the energy due to shape of -764.61 kJ/mol. The binding affinities (total energy) of other studied hFzds for hWnt5b were observed to be in the range of -524.48 kJ per mol to -625.54 kJ per mol while the energy due to shape was observed in the range of -509.70 kJ/mol to -764.61 kJ per mol ( Table 2) . hWnt5b-hFzd6 (Figure 3a) and hWnt5b-hFzd8 (Figure 3b ) complexes were selected for further docking studies as the former had had highest binding affinity while the later had a different binding pocket as compared to other studied hWnt5b-hFzd complexes (hWnt5b-hFzd1; hWnt5b-hFzd2; hWnt5b-hFzd3; hWnt5b-hFzd4; hWnt5b-hFzd5 and hWnt5b-hFzd7), which had very subtle differences in binding affinities and binding pockets.
Molecular Docking Simulations of Wnt5b-Fzds complexes with potent teratogens
The estimation of possible role of Wnt-Fzd interactions in developmental toxicity due to selected teratogens [Phenytoin (PHY); valproic Acid (VPA); carbamazepine (CBZ); retinoic Acid (RA) and aminopterin (AMP)] was carried out by molecular docking studies. The analyses revealed that RA possessed the maximum binding affinity with binding energy of -9.16 Kcal per mol for hWnt5b-hFzd8 complex while VPA was observed to have lowest binding affinity towards all the studied hWnt5b-hFzd complexes ( Table 3 ; Figure 3c-d) .
Discussion:
The current in-silico investigation was performed to gain in-sights into hWnt5b interactions with hFzds and also to interpret the probable function of effective teratogens in impaired neural development by studying their interactions with targeted proteins (hWnt5b-hFzds complexes), the later satisfactorily stated to play major part in neural development processes [35] . The unavailable structures of query proteins (hWnt5b, hFzd1, hFzd2, hFzd3 and hFzd6) were built by using homology-modeling approach, while the structures of other selected proteins (hFzd4, hFzd5, hFzd7 and hFzd8) were taken from Protein Data Bank. To improve the quality of the modeled structures, structure validation and energy minimization were also performed. All the models generated were having satisfactory evaluation scores, except for hFzd3 that was found to have non-bonded interactions due to low sequence identity and hence comparatively low Errat score. The overall Zscore of hWnt5b was predicted to be low (-2.827) due to lower resolution and sequence identity of template structure but can be justified as a good working model on the basis of acceptable scores of other quality checks. The estimation of possible role of Wnt-Fzd interactions in developmental toxicity due to selected teratogens [Phenytoin (PHY); Valproic Acid (VPA); Carbamazepine (CBZ); Retinoic Acid (RA) and Aminopterin (AMP)] was carried out by molecular docking studies. The molecular docking analyses of selected teratogens (PHY, VPA, CBZ, RA and AMP) revealed that RA had maximum binding affinity for hWnt5b-hFzd8 complex, even stronger than the positive standard (NLM) taken for reference, indicating its possible role in affecting Wnt-Fzd pathway during development and causing teratogenicity. The study also revealed that VPA has extensively lower binding affinity towards hWnt7b-hFzds complexes, thus hinting on mechanism other than hWnt5b-hFzds signaling pathway for its teratogenic behavior.
Conclusion:
The present study has provided us a good molecular insight into interaction of hWnt5b with hFzd proteins and reveals that hWnt5b binds at similar pocket at the CRD of hFzd1-7 with narrow range of binding energies, while the nature and binding energy of hWnt5b with hFzd8 is different from other isoforms. Also, the study reflects hWnt5b-hFzd8 signaling pathway being interfered as the possible mechanism of teratogenicity due to Retinoic Acid while the case is hinted to be negated for VPA. The study provides a good platform for further inter atomic studies, both at in-silico and in-vitro level.
